Chapters 4-5 Worksheet/Study Guide The Reformation

1.

Just as God had done so many times since the fall of man, He once again raises up
men, both before and during the Reformation, whom He will use to expand Christianity
across Europe and the Western World.

According to FAS, “from a critical attitude toward the traditions that had been accepted
without question, the Reformers turned not to a man as beginning only from himself, but
to the original Christianity of the Bible and the early church” (page 86, para 1).

e What is needed in order to take a critical attitude toward something?

e What beliefs about the Bible did men like Wycliff, Huss and Martin Luther have that
drove their critical attitudes? (page 86, para 1)

The Reformers showed the common man and woman that the Bible tells them true
things about God, “One can know true things about God because God has revealed
Himself” (Page 91, para 1). People of the Reformation also learned, “if one begins with
the Bible’s position that a person is created by God and created in the image of God,
there is a basis for that person’s dignity. People, the Bible teaches, are made in the
image of God—they are nonprogrammed. Each is thus Man with dignity” (Page 92, para
2).

e Why was this so revolutionary to people of the Reformation? How are these truth
revolutionary to you today?

What impact did the music have in the Reformation and its people? (Page 97, Page 101)
See lyrics to Martin Luther’s A Mighty Fortress is Our God on last page for inspiration




What did the removal of the rood screen in churches represent? (Page 97)

How did Rembrandt’s Christianity and the words of historian Burckhardt contribute to the
Reformation? (Pages 110 and 113)

In your own words, list a few ways the biblical teachings of the Reformation found in
Chapter 5 reshaped political and judicial systems across Europe.

Pages 117-120 discuss how the principles of Samuel Rutherford, mainly through his
writings in Lex Rex, influenced the US Constitution. Having now read these pages, and
considering the state of our country today, please write down your thoughts to FAS’s
words “To whatever degree a society allows the teaching of the Bible to bring forth its
natural conclusions, it is able to have form and freedom in society and government”
(Page 120, para 2).

FAS mentions 2 areas where the Bible was not followed as it should have been, “a
twisted view of race”, and “the church did not sufficiently speak out against them” (Page
123, para 1, 2). What can we say about our church today in light of our culture? What
can we learn from Reformation church above? How can we as a church truly make a
Kingdom impact in our country today?




A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Martin Luther 1529

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; Our helper He, amid the flood of
mortal ills prevailing: For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; His craft and
pow’r are great, and, armed with cruel hate, On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, Were not the right Man
on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing: Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it
is He; Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same, And He must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, We will not fear, for
God hath willed His truth to triumph through us; The Prince of Darkness grim, we
tremble not for him; His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, One little word
shall fell him.

That word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, abideth; The Spirit and the gifts
are ours through Him Who with us sideth; Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, His kingdom is forever.



